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Stuff	to	think	&	talk	about	
during	intermission,	with	your	friends	after	the	show,		

or	while	tossing	and	turning	in	bed	tonight	

Waitaminute!		
Was	this	play	really	censored?	Cause	that’s	hard	to	believe.	

Read	the	contemporary	account	in	the	
1905	New	York	Times	here:	
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/	
projects/documents	/the-uproar-over-
mrs-warren-and-her-profession	

A	Creative	Work-Around	
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The	New	Woman	

The	World’s	Oldest	Profession	
United	Kingdom	vs.	The	Continent	

A	satirical	photo	from	1901,	with	the	caption	"New	Woman	–	Wash	Day".		
Shown	is	a	woman	wearing	traditional	male	attire	and	smoking	a	cigarette,		
supervising	a	man	doing	the	laundry.	Public	domain,	US	Library	of	Congress	

Prison	photograph,	1905.	Selina	Rushbrook	was	a	petty	criminal,	prostitute	and	brothel	keeper	in	
Swansea,	Wales.	Her	life	was	examined	by	local	historian	Elizabeth	Belcham	in	her	book	Swansea's	
'Bad	Girls':	Crime	and	Prostitution	1870s–1914.	Image	is	public	domain,	source:	Wikimedia	Commons	

Henri	de	Toulouse-Lautrec,		
Salon	at	the	Rue	des	Moulins,	1894.		

Public	domain,	source:	Wikimedia	Commons	
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Phillipa	Fawcett	in	her	room	at	Newnham	
College.	In	1890	Phillipa	Fawcett	was	the	
first	woman	to	obtain	the	top	score	in	the	
Cambridge	Mathematical	Tripos	exams.		
Her	achievement	was	widely	publicized.		
The	image	is	in	the	public	domain	of	the	

United	States,	source:	Wikimedia	Commons	

Go	ahead,	work	these 	
into	your	conversations	about	the	play.	Wow	your	friends.	

Bad	with	money?	
Here’s	what	you	need	to	know:	

Victorian	Period	vs.	Edwardian	Period.	Where	are	we?!?	

Portrait	of	Queen	Victoria	of	England,	
Empress	Victoria	of	India	(1886)		

Public	domain,	source:	Wikimedia	Commons	

Portrait	of	King	Edward	VII	of	England	
from	a	postcard	print	(undated)		

Public	domain,	source:	Wikimedia	Commons	

5	8	
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The	stakes	were	high.		
	

A	group	of	female	workhouse	residents	(undated).		
The	image	is	in	the	public	domain	of	the	United	States,	source:	Wikimedia	Commons	

A	few	of	the	many	quotable	

things	Bernard	said….		

The	single	biggest	problem	in	
communication	is	the	illusion	that	it	has	
taken	place.	

George	Bernard	Shaw,		
from	p.30	of	the	December	1922	
Shadowland.	Public	domain,		
source:	Wikimedia	Commons	

The	truth	is,	hardly	any	of	us	have	ethical	energy	enough	for	more	than	one	
really	inflexible	point	of	honor.		

Why,	except	as	a	means	of	livelihood,	a	man	should	desire	to	act	on	the	stage	
when	he	has	the	whole	world	to	act	in,	is	not	clear	to	me.	

All	genuinely	intellectual	work	is	humorous.	

	
The	International	Shaw	Society	maintains	a	comprehensive	website	with	
both	historical	and	current	information	on	all	things	Shaw.	You	don't	need		
to	be	a	member	of	the	society	to	access	their	research.	Check	them	out	at	
https/shawsociety.org	


